
Timetable | Exhibition Summary  |  Participants  |  Abstracts  |  Moderators

Post-Conflict Reconstruction of 

Cultural Heritage in the Middle East 

and North Africa

7-8 March 2023





Post-Conflict Reconstruction of 

Cultural Heritage in the Middle East 

and North Africa

7-8 March 2023

Timetable | Exhibition Summary  |  Participants  |  Abstracts  |  Moderators





Timetable



6

Day 1: Tuesday, 7 March 2023

9:00 – 9:30 Registration

9:30 – 9:45 

Welcome Notes

Amal Ghazal - Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Doha 
Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Ghassan ElKahlout - Director of the Centre for Conflict and Humanitarian 
Studies, Qatar

Opening Remarks

Abdelwahab El Affendi - President and Provost, Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies, Qatar

Concept Note

Nour A. Munawar - Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies, Qatar

9:45 – 10:00

Feature Presentation

Fatema Hassan Al Sulaiti - Director of International Cooperation Department, 
CEO Office, Qatar Museums

Qatar Museums’ Efforts on Post-conflict Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage in 
MENA

10:00– 11:00 

Session One: Cultural Heritage Aid, Qatar, and the World

Moderator :Amal Ghazal - Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Stephane Ipert - Qatar National Library (QNL),  Qatar: Qatar National Library's 
Efforts to Preserve Documentary Heritage in the Arab Region and the Middle 

East (IFLA PAC Regional Center - Himaya Project) 

Joanne Dingwall McCafferty - University of Copenhagen ,Denmark:  UNESCO’s 
Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage Sites

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break
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11:15 – 12:45 

Session Two: Emotions, Effect and Cathartic Practices in Post-Conflict 

Heritage

Moderator :Annette Loeseke - Sheffield University, UK

Sarina Wakefield - University of Leicester ,UK: Cathartic Heritage in Post-Conflict 
MENA

Paul Newson - American University of Beirut, Lebanon & Ruth Young - University 
of Leicester, UK:  Issues and Challenges to Engaging Local Communities in Post-

Conflict Archaeology and Archaeological Heritage 

Ammar Azzouz - University of Oxford & University of Essex, UK: Reconstructing 
Syria in Exile

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch 

13:45 – 15:15 

Session Three: Competing Memory and Heritage Reconstruction

Moderator :Farah Aridi - Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Craig Larkin and Inna Rudolf - King’s College London ,UK:  Memory ,Violence and 
Post-Conflict Reconstruction :Re-imagining Mosul 

Gruia Bădescu - University of Konstanz ,Germany: Reshaping Space ,Reshaping 
Memory :International Actors and Post-War Reconstruction from Beirut to the 

Balkans

Gehan Selim - University of Leeds ,UK:  Co-producing Memory: The Youth’s 
Vision of Beirut’s Contested Past

Mounir Sabeh Affaki - Czech Technical University in Prague ,Czechia:  Memories, 
Collective yet Divided :The Potentials of Post-war Memorial Architecture in 

Aleppo

15:15 – 15:30 Coffee Break
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15:30 – 17:00

Session Four: Gender, Minorities and Heritage Reconstruction

Moderator :Ismail Nashef - Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Yasmin Khodary - The British University in Cairo, Egypt:  Middle Eastern 
Women’s Agency in Preserving Intangible Cultural Heritage

Eleanor Childs - Deakin University ,Australia: The Intersection of Gender and the 
Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage

Domagoj Krpan - University of Rijeka, Croatia: Impact of Reconstruction on 
Yazidi Cultural Heritage and Refugees

17:30 – 19:00

Keynote Speech

Moderator: Nour A. Munawar - Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Chiara de Cesari - Professor of Heritage Studies – University of Amsterdam 
(UvA), Netherlands

Heritage: Making and Unmaking (Post)Colonial State Power
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Day 2: Wednesday, 8 March 2023

9:00 – 10:30

Session Five :Palestine’s Cultural Heritage and Colonial State Politics

Moderator :Issam Nassar - Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar

Ghattas J .Sayej - Agder County Council ,Norway: Cultural Heritage in Palestine 
between Political Chaos and Systematic Falsification of Evidence

Mekarem Eljamal - Columbia University ,USA:  Malleable Memories in Crafting 
“Mixity :”The Place of Cultural Heritage Sites in Conceptualizing the“ Mixed ”City 

Hamed Salem - Birzeit University ,Palestine:  Safeguarding the Palestinian 
Archaeological Heritage in a Pro-Colonial Stage

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee Break

10:45 – 12:30

Session Six: Post-Conflict Heritage Reconstruction in Iraq

Moderator :Haider Saeed - Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS), 

Qatar

Omar Jassam - Mosul University ,Iraq:  Cultural Heritage Management in Conflict 
Areas :Mosul as a Case Study

Andrew Petersen - University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD), UK:  The 
Rehabilitation of Heet Citadel :The Role of Cultural Heritage

Bijan Rouhani - University of Oxford ,UK:  Forgotten Cultural Heritage in 
Protracted Wars :A Case Study of the Iran-Iraq War)1988-1980) 

Mohammad Hassan Khani - Imam Sadiq University ,Iran:  Post-war 
Reconstruction as a Means of Cultural Diplomacy :Iranian Initiative in 

Reconstruction of Holy Shrines in Iraq

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch
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13:30 – 15:00

Session Seven: Post-Conflict Heritage Reconstruction in Libya

Moderator :Sansom Milton - Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies ,Qatar

Nur Alah Abdelzayed Valdeolmillos and Djamel Boussaa - Qatar University: 
Reflections on Continuity and Change for the Post-Conflict Recovery of the 

Historic City Centre of Benghazi-Libya

Mahmoud Hadia and Ahmed Masoud - Department of Antiquities of Libya: The 
Sabratha Heritage Protection Project :Developing a New Methodology to Assess 

the Impact of the Crossfire on the Roman Theatre

Aurora Hamm - University of Amsterdam ,Netherlands: Whose Common Values 
and Culture ?Examining the EU Policy on Reconstruction

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee Break

15:15 – 17:00

Session Eight: Post-Conflict Heritage Reconstruction in Syria

Moderator :Marwan Kabalan - Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies 

(ACRPS) ,Qatar

Christine Kousa - Delft University of Technology, Netherlands:  Approaches 
Development for Reconstruction of Historical Buildings in the Old Aleppo City

Diana Salahieh - Czech Technical University in Prague, Czechia ;Saeed 

Asaeed - Brandenburg University of Technology in Cottbus, Germany ;Layla 

Zibar - KU Leuven ,Belgium and Brandenburg University of Technology in 
Cottbus, Germany: (Re)Calibrating Heritage: Reading Al-Jdeideh Post-Conflict 

Transformations in Aleppo, Syria

Thomas Richard - Université Clermont-Auvergne, France:  Heritage Preservation 
as a Legitimising Tool through the Russian Media

Patrick M. Michel - Université de Lausanne, Switzerland: Post-conflict Virtual 
Reconstruction in Palmyra: The Ethics of Dealing with Archives

17:00 – 17:15 Coffee Break

17:15 – 17:45 Concluding Remarks

19:00 – 21:30 Farewell Dinner
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“Between Aleppo and Mosul”

An Exhibition on Heritage Destruction in Syria and Iraq

Wars, armed conflicts, and genocides often lead to immense damage and destruction of the material 
culture of a people, a nation, or a country, and in a broader sense world heritage. These include cultural 
symbols including houses of worship and libraries, but also archaeological sites and monumental 
heritage. The assault on material culture can be intentional and aimed to erase the memory of the target 
group, which is often interpreted as cultural genocide, but it can also be unintentional if foreseeable by-
product of heavy fighting in or near cultural heritage sites. 

Iraq and Syria are two closely related societies that have been sunk since 2003 and 2011 in highly 
destructive conflicts. In Syria, a decade of conflict has killed hundreds of thousands and uprooted and 
displaced millions at home and in exile. In Iraq, there has been growing chaos, authoritarianism, and 
sectarianism since 2003. From 2014 on, the self-proclaimed Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS/ISIL/
Daesh) brought death and destruction to both societies. Although the human toll has rightly received a 
lot of media and academic attention, both conflicts have also caused enormous damage to the invaluable 
heritage of both societies, from the ancient periods and up to Christian and Islamic eras. 

Aleppo and Mosul are two examples of the cultural destruction in Syria and Iraq. All that remains of the 
World Heritage Site of the Ancient City of Aleppo are piles of rubble, a shadow of the rich heritage the 
cosmopolitan city used to offer, and a similar picture can be painted for Mosul. Prior to the warfare in 
Syria and Iraq, in times of thriving and prosperity, both cities were connected historically, geographically, 
and architecturally. Today, both cities still follow paths of resemblance, but this time in their mutual 
destruction and cultural cleansing, and both Syria and Iraq have many other sites that were damaged or 
destroyed in the past years. 

In March 2023, the exhibition ”Between Aleppo and Mosul“ will highlight the cultural heritage destruction 
in Syria and Iraq and present this destruction with photo material from both countries. 

Opening
Date: March 7-8, 2023

Location
Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Cultural Building

Organizer
Nour A. Munawar, Doha Institute for Graduate Studies
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Ammar Azzouz

Ammar Azzouz is a Research Associate at the School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford, and a Lecturer in 
Heritage Studies, at the School of Philosophy and Art History, University of Essex. He studied architecture in Homs, Syria, before 
moving to the UK to complete his PhD at the University of Bath. He is an editor at Arab Urbanism, and a collective member of 
City Journal. Azzouz has written several articles on Syria including A tale of a Syrian city at war, ‘I can smell Aleppo’, and 2011: 
Reflections on a ruined homeland. Between 2017 and 2022, he worked at Arup, London, on different projects related to inclusive 
environment, migration and cities, and urban violence. In 2020, he released several films on these themes including Questions 
of Memory and War and Cities Don’t Lie. He is the author of Domicide: Architecture, War and the Destruction of Home in Syria 
(Bloomsbury, 2023).

Reconstructing Syria in Exile
It has been over a decade since the start of the Syrian Revolution. Whilst the war continues reshaping the lives of millions of 
Syrians, Syria has turned from the headlines of newspapers into a forgotten war. In the face of this sense of global forgetfulness, 
new waves of memory have emerged to reconstruct the past of a damaged country and write a history of suffering people and 
their rich culture.
As millions of forcibly displaced Syrian refugees and asylum seekers have never been able to return to their country, a different 
type of Syria has been reconstructed in exile. In their efforts to make a new home, Syrians who crossed the boarders have 
reconstructed memory through their artistic and cultural efforts. This paper examines some of the emerging waves of memory 
reconstructions including films, publications, digital archives and cultural festivals that celebrate the art and culture of the 
country (e.g. the Celebrating Syria Festival which was established by a group of Syrian volunteers in 2017 in Manchester, and the 
Syrian Arts and Culture Festival, SACF, established in 2022 in London). These memory waves not only help us to remember how 
life in the country looked like before the war, but also to document how the war has reshaped the everyday life in cities. Memory 
reconstruction, therefore, can be at the heart of reconstructing Syria’s built environment in the post war period.
In a way, the paper, attempts to reflect on a decade of memory projects that have emerged as a response to its destruction. It 
argues that this type of memory reconstruction, albeit symbolic and sometimes intangible and digital, pushes us as scholars 
working on the question of cultural heritage and its rebuilding, to rethink the different ‘re(s)’ within the word reconstruction. 
It also enables us to understand that reconstruction of memory does not start in the ‘post-war’ period, but throughout out 
the years of destruction and displacement. By doing so, we can think about reconstruction not only as the rebuilding of the 
damaged built environment, but also the unbuilt, the immaterial and the intangible sense of community and belonging.
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Andrew Petersen

Andrew Petersen is Director of Research in Islamic Archaeology at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. He studied 
medieval history at St. Andrews, Islamic Architecture at Oxford and wrote his PhD on medieval and Ottoman Palestine at Cardiff 
University. He is a Member of the Institute for Archaeologists and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.  He has written and 
edited several books on Islamic Archaeology and Architecture as well as many articles and chapters on different aspects of the 
heritage of the Middle East. His most recent book is Ramla; City of Muslim Palestine was published by Archaeopress in 2021. 

The Rehabilitation of Heet Citadel: the role of Cultural Heritage  
This paper will discuss a newly formed cultural heritage initiative in western Iraq which is designed to respond to the needs 
and aspirations of the local inhabitants. The city of Heet is located on the right bank of the Euphrates approximately 2 hours 
north-west of Baghdad. The site dates back to the fourth millennium BC and was mentioned by Herodotus and other ancient 
authors as a source of bitumen which was used in the walls of Babylon.  Neglected for over thirty years and devastated by the 
destructive actions of the Islamic State in Anbar and the long running Iraqi civil unrest, its potential for rehabilitation as part of 
the province’s post-war reconstruction is huge.
Unlike other historic citadels in Iraq, such as Erbil, this site is a key component of Iraq’s living heritage, meaning that there is an 
opportunity here to develop a cultural heritage project that involves the participation of people and communities within the 
rehabilitation zone. Prior to the American invasion of 2003 Heet was a favoured destination for tourists from Baghdad and other 
parts of Iraq who came to see the waterwheels (noua’ir) and the famous bitumen springs. However, the occupation of the city 
by ISIS and the subsequent military action by the Iraqi army to retake the city have devastated the economic and cultural heart 
of the city.
 In 2022, the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) was awarded a grant from the ALIPH Foundation, a Swiss-based 
funding organisation, to rehabilitate sections of Heet Citadel, a millennia-old historic site that has some 200 families living 
in it. This project will primarily be concerned with the professional documentation of the citadel and its contents, including 
mosques, heritage buildings and archaeological sites. The project will first undertake a mapping exercise of the city’s intangible 
cultural heritage and with the research team select key items that are of relevance for them and for this project. This will involve 
consultation with community representatives, SBAH and citizens about the intangible cultural heritage they seek to preserve 
under this project. Oral histories will be used as a method of documenting people’s voices, memories and experience and 
integrated into all aspects of this project, particularly for the purposes of outreach.
In addition to presenting the current project the talk will discuss possibilities for its future development into intangible cultural 
heritage, archaeological excavation and conservation and rehabilitation of historic traditional buildings.
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Aurora Lucretia Hamm

Aurora Hamm is a Research Master’s student in Heritage, Memory and Archaeology at the University of Amsterdam. Her main 
research interest is the use of heritage in peace- and community-building and the past and present role of the European Union’s 
cultural foreign policy in this process. Aurora combines a keen insight into heritage, art history, history and politics to assess 
if and how material heritage reconstruction can be instrumentalised for good. At the Doha conference, she will contribute 
to critical heritage studies by assessing the inclusion of cultural heritage in EU policy documents and its implementation via 
projects on the ground. Following the conclusion of her RMA, Aurora intends to pursue a PhD to deepen her knowledge of these 
topics and contribute to the academic and political debate. Her previous academic background consists of a BA in History and 
Political Science at the University of Bonn and a BA in Art History at the University of Vienna. Aurora is a German national.

Whose common values and culture? Examining the EU policy on reconstruction
In early 2022, the Roman theatre in Sabratha (Libya) was re-inaugurated. The theatre had been restored after clashes damaged 
the historic building in 2016. In the ceremony, the UNDP representative, Mr. Franche was quoted: ”The Roman Theatre is a symbol 
of how common values and culture may unify communities and contribute to peace and reconciliation in Libya.“1 This statement 
is deeply problematic for several reasons which will be assessed in this paper. Firstly, let us look at the context of the project: 
The reconstruction was financed by UNDP and the EU through the project ‘Managing mixed migration flows in Libya through 
expanding protection space and supporting local socio-economic development’ which is first and foremost about migration.
This must be seen in the broader context of EU foreign policy objectives: In 2021, the Foreign Affairs Council of the Council of 
the European Union and the External Action Service both published documents that laid out the strategic approach to cultural 
heritage in conflicts in the EU’s foreign policy toolbox. EU policymaking has been called ”naïve“2 in its assumption of heritage as 
an unproblematic social good and indeed, the Council document frames cultural heritage as an inherently beneficial tool that 
supports the lofty ambitions of peace and democracy but adds that heritage can be ”instrumentalized“3 as a trigger for conflicts. 
Heritage of itself is not inherently pro-democratic or promoting inter-faith dialogues, nor does it present an opportunity for 
sustainable development if it is not based on critical heritage studies.
Cultural heritage is increasingly referred to in policy documents with the notions of fostering a ”culture for peace“ or 
”reconciliation“ to create a more sustainable peace.5 This in effect often refers to intangible cultural heritage, while tangible 
cultural heritage often only seems to be considered as a mid-conflict target to be protected or as a potential post-conflict source 
of income. In Sabrantha, this becomes clear as the UNDP communication projects ”500.000 visitors yearly“6. Where those 
visitors should come from in a country still deep in the grips of civil war remains unanswered. This paper will assess the current 
EU inclusion of cultural heritage in its policy documents and especially the projects on the ground. By comparing policy and 
projects and embedding them in current debates of critical heritage studies, it will become evident, that the Roman Theater in 
Sabrantha is a symbol of the values of the EU and indeed serves to unify the European community, not the Libyan one.
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Bijan Rouhani

Dr. Bijan Rouhani is a Senior Researcher and Project Manager of the Endangered Archaeology in the Middle East and North Africa 
(EAMENA) project at the University of Oxford. His research interests include assessing and analysing risk and damage from 
natural and human-induced disasters, armed conflict, and climate change to archaeological sites and monuments in the MENA 
using new technologies, as well as developing risk preparedness, mitigation, and management plans and methodologies, and 
post-war and post-disaster recovery and reconstruction of cultural heritage.
Bijan is the Chairperson of Cultural Emergency Response (CER) and Vice President of the Risk Preparedness Scientific Committee 
of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). He is currently representing ICOMOS on the international board 
of Blue Shield. Bijan is also a board member of the Nahrein Network at UCL. 
He earned his PhD in the History and Conservation of Architectural Heritage from the University of Rome, La Sapienza, Italy. His 
dissertation focused on the International Principles for the Protection of Cultural Heritage during Armed Conflicts.

Forgotten Cultural Heritage in Protracted Wars: A Case Study of the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988)
Protection of cultural assets during armed conflict and post-war recovery of heritage in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
have been topics of public and scholarly debate in recent decades. Internationally sponsored and supported projects have been 
concentrated on major and iconic monuments and sites, museums, and a few historic urban centres.
In addition to embedded heritage values of and elitist attention to iconic sites, other factors such as the context of the conflict, 
the mode of heritage destruction, and the post-conflict geopolitical role of the war-torn country all contribute to cultural 
heritage protection and its reconstruction becoming a global concern.
The level of attention paid to cultural heritage is also influenced by the deliberate and propaganda destruction of cultural 
heritage, as well as the scale of engagement and intervention of international actors in the war and their presence in the post-
conflict phase. The absence of these factors can shift the focus away from cultural heritage preservation and reconstruction. 
While heritage protection and reconstruction have become global issues in recent conflicts such as Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, 
particularly those involving intentional damage, certain other conflicts in this region have been overlooked.
The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), one of the twentieth century’s longest interstate wars, took a significant toll on both countries’ 
cultural and natural resources. However, research into the impact of this war on cultural heritage, its protection, and post-
conflict reconstruction has received comparatively little attention.
Destruction of Iraq’s cultural heritage mainly became an ‘international concern’ only after the 2003 invasion and military 
occupation, civil war, and the war with ISIS/Daesh. In Iran, various post-war social, political, and economic changes and 
challenges, the government’s involvement in regional politics, the increased tensions with western powers, and the lack of 
international heritage initiatives all contributed to a lack of international attention paid to the war’s toll on the country’s cultural 
heritage.
By reviewing published reports and archival documents, this paper highlights the overlooked effects of the Iran-Iraq war on 
cultural heritage and uses this case study to pose the question of when heritage protection and reconstruction become a global 
concern.
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Chiara De Cesari

Chiara De Cesari is the appointed Professor of Heritage and Memory and Chair of Global Cultural Studies at the University of 
Amsterdam. Her wide-ranging research explores how forms of memory, heritage, art, and cultural politics are shifting under 
conditions of (post)coloniality, transnationalism, and state transformation. She is particularly concerned with the ways in which 
colonial legacies live on today, especially in museums and cultural institutions; she is also committed to explore how combining 
heritage and memory work with artistic research can further this research endeavor as well as the undoing of colonial legacies. 
One strand of Chiara’s work explores the transnational politics of memory and cultural heritage, above all in the West Bank. 
Her monograph, Heritage and the Cultural Struggle for Palestine (Stanford UP, 2019), argues that Palestinian civil society has 
enrolled museums and urban regeneration initiatives to assert its distinct cultural heritage and build an alternative institutional 
infrastructure amid the enduring Israeli occupation. Another research strand concerns colonial heritage and the relationship 
between memory and racism in contemporary Europe. Chiara is currently co-writing another monograph, provisionally titled 
Curating the Colonial, which explores how museums are reframing colonial histories in response to postcolonial critiques in the 
context of the rise of right-wing, ultranationalist populism in Europe. Still another strand examines how artists and activists are 
reclaiming and reinventing cultural institutions. On this theme, Chiara is leading a major project, named ”Imagining Institutions 
Otherwise,“ funded by the Dutch Research Council—NWO. Across these interests, Chiara has published many articles in 
journals such as American Anthropologist, Current Anthropology, and Memory Studies, and co-edited two key volumes in 
memory studies (European Memory in Populism, Routledge, 2019; Transnational Memory, de Gruyter, 2014) and a special issue 
of the International Journal of Heritage Studies on urban heritage and gentrification (2018). Committed to international and 
interdisciplinary collaboration, she has been involved in several major international research projects. Currently, she is part of 
the HERA’s ”en/counter/points“ project, the Trans-Atlantic Platform for Social Innovation’s ”Worlding Public Cultures“ network, 
and the ”Pressing Matter: Ownership, Value and the Question of Colonial Heritage in Museums“ NWO NWA project.

Heritage: Making and Unmaking (Post)Colonial State Power
In this lecture, I will examine different facets of the crucial tangle of heritage, memory, and politics in the MENA region. Focus 
will be on the role of heritage and memory in the making and unmaking of power and the state. The body of research on these 
topics has been growing exponentially in the last two decades and has offered many original, compelling analyses. Building 
on this research, I will advance a twofold argument. First, I will argue that a rigorous, historical engagement with these topics 
must begin by unravelling the deep entanglement of heritage and archaeology with empire- and state-building. I will analyse 
the infamous case of heritage destruction by Daesh/IS in Iraq and Syria, demonstrating how the legacy of colonialism has 
persisted in multiple forms in the region’s (post)colonial states, including through this group’s ideology and use of the past. 
Second, elaborating on my own research in Palestine, I will show how civil society may autonomously self-organize, even before 
a conflict is over, to implement forms of heritage-led reconstruction that foster endurance and positive social change. The kind 
of networked, multi-scalar, participatory, and resourceful institution-building pioneered by Palestinian cultural organizations 
is what I call creative institutionalism, or the reimagining of more just and expanded ‘state’ cultural functions performed by 
civil society in contexts of state oppression and/or failure. Could Palestine serve as a model for (post)conflict reconstruction 
and cultural recovery elsewhere? In closing, I will address the potentialities and predicaments of bringing this innovative MENA 
scholarship to bear on the fields of heritage and memory studies, which remain largely Eurocentric in substance if not in the 
intentions of the scholars involved.



21

Christine Kousa

Christine Kousa is a Ph.D. researcher at the Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, Delft University of Technology in 
the Netherlands, in partnership with the Detmold School of Architecture and Interior Architecture at the Technical University of 
Applied Sciences and Arts OWL in Germany. She is a scholar of KAAD and Gerda Henkel Stiftung ”Patrimonies“ and a research 
assistant and lecturer in Master’s programs at the Detmold School. Additionally, she is a researcher at the Centre for Global 
Heritage and Development and a member of the Graduate School for Applied Research in North Rhine-Westphalia ”Building and 
Culture“ department. She holds a Bachelor of Architecture and a Master of Rehabilitation of Historical and Islamic Cities from the 
Faculty of Architecture, Aleppo University in Syria. Here she worked as an assistant professor and academic researcher. She also 
was a lecturer at the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, at Aleppo University. In 2016/2017, she was a coordinator of university affairs 
at Damascus University. 

Approaches Development for Reconstruction of Historical Buildings in the Old Aleppo City
During the last decade, Syria has been subjected to massive destruction of archaeological, historical, and religious buildings, etc., 
especially in the Old City of Aleppo. The city suffered from the effects of the bombing, which caused severe damage, ranging from 
partial to total demolition. The main reason behind this research is the lack of guidelines and experience in Syria in the field of post-
war reconstruction of historical buildings. This paper documents the situation of the city of Aleppo after the war. It presents the 
theoretical concepts of historical building reconstruction as it is addressed in international conventions. Besides the motivations 
and justifications for the reconstruction operations, the defenses offered against the reconstruction of historic buildings and areas, 
the requirements for the reconstruction operations in the historical center, the order of priority for intervention, and the stages 
of reconstruction. This paper reviews the different approaches for the reconstruction of historical buildings which were used by 
other countries after war and disaster, these approaches can be broadly divided into four main categories, the symbolic approach 
is focused on preserving the historical building as a witness to past events., while the revival approach is focused on reviving the 
old building and bringing it back to life, using traditional techniques and materials wherever possible. The sophisticated approach 
involves incorporating modern elements and technologies into the historical building, while also preserving its original character 
and features, and the new approach involves creating a completely new structure on the site of the historical building.
These approaches have been developed and refined over time by architects, historians, and other experts in the field of preservation 
and restoration. These approaches to the reconstruction of historical buildings have been defined based on the different ways in 
which they approach the preservation and restoration of historical buildings. Besides a combination of case studies and theoretical 
considerations. They are also based on theoretical frameworks and principles that guide the reservation and restoration of 
historical buildings.
The paper aims to develop proposals supporting the post-war reconstruction of the city and a working guide to choosing alternatives 
and methods of reconstruction of historical buildings and areas devastated by war in the Old City of Aleppo. Ultimately, the specific 
approach that is chosen will depend on a variety of factors, including the condition of the buildings, the historic value of the 
building, the resources and technologies available, and the objectives of the reconstruction project.
The research methodology used in this work is based on a literature review of reconstruction of international examples, on 
international approaches applied to preserve historical buildings after wars or armed conflict, and on fieldwork documenting the 
situation in Aleppo city after the war.
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Craig Larkin & Inna Rudolf

Dr. Craig Larkin is a Reader in Middle East Politics and Peace and Conflict Studies at the Department of War Studies, King’s College 
London. He is Director of the Centre for the Study of Divided Societies and Research Lead on Memory and Conflict for the FCDO 
funded Cross-Border Conflict Evidence, Policy and Trends (XCEPT) research programme. His publications include: Memory and 
Conflict in Lebanon (Routledge 2012), The Struggle for Jerusalem’s Holy Places (Routledge 2013) and The Alawis of Syria: War, Faith 
and Politics in the Levant (OUP 2015). He has researched and written extensively on Islamist movements, urban violence and 
ethnoreligious conflict throughout the Middle East. Craig holds a PhD in Middle East Studies from the University of Exeter (Institute 
of Arab and Islamic Studies, 2009). He previously studied Arabic at Damascus University (2002-4) and worked in community 
development projects in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. 

Dr. Inna Rudolf is a Senior Research Fellow at the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR) and a postdoctoral 
Research Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Divided Societies, King’s College London. Within the XCEPT consortium, she is 
analysing the implications of identity politics and the mobilisation of violent memories in conflict-affected borderlands. As part 
of her PhD thesis at the War Studies Department of King’s College London, Rudolf focused the hybridization of security sector 
governance, examining Iraq’s paramilitary umbrella – the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) – and their quest for legitimacy 
within the state. Inna received her master’s degree in political science and Islamic studies in 2012 at the University of Heidelberg, 
specialising in Conflict Resolution, Peace Building and Political Islam. In addition to her field work in Iraq, she lived in Libya, Yemen, 
Egypt, Tunisia and Palestine for several years. Inna has also represented the BMW Foundation in the Middle East and North Africa 
region, and is a partner at the Candid Foundation – an independent Berlin based think tank working on political, social and cultural 
challenges facing Muslim communities in the Middle East, the Mediterranean, and beyond.

Memory, Violence and Post conflict Reconstruction: Re imagining Mosul 
Five years after Mosul’s liberation from the extremist reign of Islamic State (IS), competing approaches to reviving the city’s 
historical legacy continue to stir up controversy among practitioners, donors, and conflict-affected local communities. IS’s 
deliberate destruction of Mosul’s cultural heritage (2014-2017) was both a demonstration of radical Salafist iconoclasm and a 
strategic commitment to urbicide - the purposeful targeting of the city’s plural history and precarious co-existence. The challenge 
of reversing such processes and rebuilding Mosul as a vibrant cosmopolitan city invariably leads to questions over funding, political 
will, displacement, social re-integration, and the key role of individual and collective memory in post-conflict recovery. What type 
of new Mosul is being imagined and what is selectively forgotten? How can the traumatic past be navigated without embedding 
social grievances or romanticizing tolerance discourses? How should demands for collective remembrance be reconciled with the 
arguments of those actively calling for the eradication of all physical sites of pain and gross atrocities? This research explores 
the impact of urbicide, as reflected in Mosul’s built environment but also its implications for citizens’ feelings of identity and 
belonging. Based on over 40 elite interviews and field observations within Mosul the paper examines the narratives embraced and 
internalized by both Moslawis as well as different community representatives residing in Sinjar and the Ninawa plains. Drawing 
on these competing memory narratives, the paper reflects on Mosul’s ongoing reconstruction initiatives, as shaped and driven 
by actors (local/international) vying for the right to re-envision Mosul. Showcasing the diversity of perspectives from within the 
city and its periphery, on what is to be remembered and what is to be suppressed, the paper seeks to draw lessons not just for the 
stalled reconstruction process but also for the reimagining of the city’s future as a resurrected symbol of resilience, tolerance, and 
co-existence.  
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Domagoj Krpan is a Croatian historian and philosopher. He received his MA in history and philosophy at the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Science, University in Rijeka, Croatia. From his student days, he was a student assistant in different activities within 
the Department of History. Furthermore, he is involved as a translator for the Student International Film Festival in Rijeka.
 He has a broad area of interest in history, philosophy, and cultural studies. He presented at international conferences discussing 
racial, ethnic, religious, and cultural relations in a multicultural society. He has experience teaching in primary and secondary 
schools. Currently, he is enrolled as a Ph.D. researcher in philosophy at the University of Rijeka.

Impact of reconstruction on Yazidi cultural heritage and refugees
Yazidis are a minority group indigenous to Kurdistan, a geographical region in Western Asia that includes parts of Iraq, Syria, 
Turkey, and Iran. Most Yazidis live in the governorates of Nineveh and Duhok, Northern Iraq. In 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) committed genocide killing over 5,000 Yazidis. In addition, thousands of Yazidi women and girls were forced 
into sexual slavery, and more than 500,000 Yazidis were displaced. Furthermore, ISIL destroyed many cultural, religious, and 
other Yazidis heritage sites. In other words, they were trying to wipe out the Yazidis community since they considered them 
devil worshippers. 
ISIL targeted, damaged, or destroyed many Yazidi temples, such as Khoshaba Temple, Malak Miran Temple, Mam Rashan Shrine, 
and others. As a result, Iraq’s government, NGOs, and international organizations founded the reconstruction of these places as 
a way of helping the community return to their ancestral land. Still, many Yazidis are living in refugee camps outside of Iraq. The 
instability in the region is one of the main factors why the people are not returning since their livelihood would be in question. 
This paper will analyze the impact of reconstruction on refugees and internal displacement and the (dis) advantages of this 
approach. It will compare the Yazidi case with other post-conflict societies, for example, Croatia, to explore what steps should be 
taken to avoid the problem some societies face after the conflict. For example, rebuilding the area with houses or worship places 
but losing the people who are not returning or returning in smaller numbers than expected.
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Eleanor Childs is a first year PhD Candidate with a background in International Relations and a focus on the Middle East, specifically 
the Levant. Her current research utilises feminist International Relations frameworks to interrogate the gendered nature of the 
intentional destruction of heritage and the gendered consequences of heritage destruction for ethno-religiously diverse Syrian and 
Iraqi women. Her thesis questions the validity of excluding gender from international recourse to intentional heritage destruction, 
particularly in the context of the Islamic State and the Syrian and Iraqi conflicts. She has worked as a Research Assistant at the National 
Centre of Excellence for Islamic Studies (University of Melbourne) and the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation 
(Deakin University) on projects related to the Islamic State, the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas, and Hezbollah. She also has experience 
living and working in the region, designing multi-million-dollar projects related to post-conflict stability. Her areas of interest include 
nationalism, refugee/diaspora politics, human security, social movements, and gender.

The Intersection of Gender and the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage
The sense of international urgency created by the unparalleled use of intentional heritage destruction (IHD) tactics by the Islamic State 
(IS) in its pursuit of territorial control and ideological supremacy in Syria and Iraq ushered in multiple developments to international 
law, policy, and normative frameworks. Primarily, these developments have strengthened the links between the destruction of 
cultural heritage, international security, and human rights (namely cultural rights). What has remained almost entirely absent from 
this discourse is the possibility for IHD in armed conflict to be driven by gender-based persecution or to have gendered consequences, 
particularly for women.
This paper examines IHD from a feminist perspective in order to illuminate how gender may inform or underline women’s experiences 
and understandings of heritage destruction. Specifically, by applying feminist frameworks to the study of heritage destruction, this 
paper explores the extent to which IHD perpetrated by the IS has a gendered impact on ethno-religiously diverse Syrian and Iraqi 
women’s security and cultural rights. The results of this paper will be positioned to interrogate the validity of the exclusion of gender 
within international security and human rights-based responses to IHD. 
Evidently, the scale and ferocity of IHD in Syria and Iraq took the international community off-guard. As a result, two parallel responses 
emerged from within the United Nations that collectively sought to address security and human rights concerns arising from IHD, with 
a distinct lack of institutional linkages or overlap between the two. Despite the significance of these multilateral response mechanisms, 
they fall short in recognising how security and human rights violations are intertwined and thus fail to respond to the holistic needs 
of local populations, specifically women.  
This is noteworthy given the likelihood that IHD results in increased vulnerability for women specifically, both in regards to their 
individual and collective security and in terms of women’s human rights during and after armed conflict. This is also conspicuous given 
the frequent recognition granted to women’s human rights in the Syrian and Iraqi conflicts, and the determination that women were 
intentionally targeted by numerous, if not all, state and non-state parties (including the IS) to these conflicts because of their gender. 
Overall, there is a deafening silence from both academics and practitioners on the nexus between gender and IHD. This has obscured 
the extent to which IHD may result in intergenerational and intersectionalised forms of violence, including gendered violence. This 
illustrates the need to apply a feminist perspective in order to uncover how IHD operates within the parameters of social and political 
imbalances to result in gendered impacts on ethno-religiously diverse women that have previously been neglected and marginalised 
in public and scholarly accounts.  
By adopting a feminist view of conflict, this paper argues that the international responses to IHD as articulated through United Nations 
bodies are unduly narrow and do not account for the multidimensional, intersecting, and gendered ramifications of IHD on women. 
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Dr. Fatema Al Sulaiti is the Director of International Cooperation at Qatar Museums- is a highly experienced art historian, 
specializing in Islamic art and architecture. She is also Qatar’s National expert in UNESCO, where she is responsible to represent, 
implement, and evaluate policy reform and international programs that focus on key agency priority areas within the 
international cooperation in the Field of Culture and Museums. She was appointed as the Rapporteur of the Second Protocol to 
the Hague Convention 1954 for 2022 and 2023. 
Dr. Fatema holds a PhD on Islamic architecture, with an eye towards its impact, past and present, on urbanism, landscape 
design and conservation. Dr. Fatema has written many articles, analysis and reports Islamic art and architecture that have been 
published by international journals and research centers. 

Qatar Museums’ Efforts on Post-Conflict Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage in MENA
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Gehan Selim is the Hoffman Wood Chair in Architecture at the University of Leeds. She is the Deputy Director at Leeds Social 
Sciences Institute and was Fellow of The Senator George Mitchell Institute for Global Peace, Security and Justice (2017/18).  She 
is leading the Architecture and Urbanism Research Group at the University of Leeds with her research covering interdisciplinary 
methods bridging between Architecture, Urban Politics and Digital Heritage. She is leading several funded research projects 
with an extensive portfolio of empirical research in the global south. She is the author of ‘Unfinished Places’ (Routledge, 2017) 
and ‘Architecture, Space and Memory of Resurrection in Northern Ireland’ (Routledge, 2019).

Co-producing Memory: The Youth’s Vision of Beirut’s Contested past
Post-war Lebanon is one place where conflict resulted in a city’s destruction, which has not yet fully recovered. Lebanese scholars 
have avoided openly discussing the conflict since the end of the country’s long Civil War (1975-90). This research contributes to 
the growing scholarly debate on the role of the youth in keeping the live memory to advance Beirut’s recovery on the level of 
both its physical urban reform and its national collective rebranding. It introduces a framework for an intervention that will 
build the capacity of the youth to participate in preserving Lebanon’s heritage. The study investigates how memorizing history 
involves overviews and inclusions that fit a temporal setting. This memory, in return, requires a process that repetitively reviews 
Lebanon’s collective identity, facilitates imagining a collective future, and empowers the youth to narrate and visualize their 
heritage through their lenses. Despite the sectarian politics in action, enabling the Lebanese youth to voice their narratives of 
the lived everyday contestation could herald their substantial contribution to the city’s urban reconciliation and peace-making 
with the past. 
This research attempts to answer multiple questions: How can the youth better draw upon the heritage to highlight 
commonalities, cultural linkages, and educational understanding that can transcend ideological barriers and build sustainable 
peace? Can innovative approaches and tools for creative and skill-based arts and education provide access to the youth to 
empower spaces for co-designing inter-culture dialogue to address these challenges? How can the new historical narrative 
shape the future? And how can tangible heritage emerge within these historical narratives? Through digital documentation and 
storytelling, the youth participants reflected on their interpretation of contestation and what elements of the local contested 
heritage are authentic. In addition, the authenticity of contested pasts is gained through lived space and experience as we 
engage with emerging work that grasps authenticity as a subject of performance, negotiation, and experience.
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Ghattas Jeries Sayej is a Palestinian archaeologist, obtained his Bachelor degree from BirZeit University – Palestine (1992), 
Master degree from University of Bergen – Norway (1997), and PhD. from La Trobe University – Australia (2003). He is interested 
in early food-producing societies in the Southern Levant. His previous work at the Israeli Staff Officer for Archaeology of the 
Civil Administration of Judea and Samaria, the Palestinian Department of Antiquities, the Palestinian Association for Cultural 
Exchange, (PACE) and Birzeit University, has given him first-hand knowledge about the core issues of political archaeology and 
ethnicity in Palestine/Israel. He is active in spreading cultural awareness in Palestine and Norway and has a variety of publications 
in different languages. Currently, Dr. Sayej is working as an archaeological advisor at Agder County Council in southern Norway.

Cultural Heritage in Palestine: between Political Chaos and Systematic Falsification of Evidence
Since the breakout of the first uprising ”intifada“ against the Israeli occupation in 1987, looting has flourished in the Palestinian 
territories. The looting has resulted in the destruction of many archaeological sites, and in the removal of thousands of smaller 
sized objects, which has ended up in the illicit antiquities market. After the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 
1994, many of those who were advocates for cultural heritage were optimistic and had hopes that looting would diminish. 
Unfortunately, it did not happen, and the situation worsened. Why is it that these activities did not stop or at least become 
reduced? Is it due to political instability and the division of the territories to areas A, B and C? Alternatively, is it more to do 
with the economic challenges and poverty in the territories? Or could it be the international demand for such objects, or just a 
general lack of awareness? 
I will try in the first part of this paper, to discuss these issues and suggest some solutions. In other part of my discussion, I will 
highlight how the archaeological sites have been mishandled by the Israeli settlers in the West Bank to prove their right to 
colonise the remaining parts of Palestine.
The Israeli authorities are misusing the archaeological sites to justify the dispossession of Palestinians from their land. If an 
archaeological site has multi-layers and one of these layers is interpreted as Jewish remains, then the focus of the entire 
research will be mainly on this layer, whereas the other strata will be either ignored or bulldozed, as in the case of Nabi Samuel 
in Jerusalem. In other cases where the archaeological sites do not have any Jewish remains at all, the storytelling of the site will 
be reconstructed and reinterpreted as having Jewish remains, as the case at Tell Burnat in Nablus. In other words, the Israeli 
authorities are intentionally falsifying the evidence. Many archaeological sites have been utilized to create alternative facts on 
the ground. Accordingly, the presence of cultural heritage is misused to serve as a proof to justify Jewish ownership, and thus, 
land confiscation.
The above-mentioned challenges are connected to each other somehow. The reason for escalating looting is mainly due to 
the lack of awareness among Palestinians, and the motivation of the occupier to let them destroy their own cultural heritage. 
Archaeologists should have more focus on spreading awareness among the Palestinians to protect and safeguard their own 
cultural heritage. At the same time, occupation is an evil fact, which needs an international solidarity to be able to boycott those 
who are taking part in falsifying the cultural heritage of the country. By doing so, we will hinder spreading the fake news, and 
we will preserve the cultural heritage of the indigenous Palestinians. 
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Gruia Badescu is a Research Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg, University of Konstanz. He holds a PhD from the University of 
Cambridge, and, before Konstanz, he was a lecturer and research associate at the University of Oxford. His research examines 
urban and architectural interventions in the aftermath of political ruptures, focusing on post-war urban reconstruction and 
memorialisation after political violence. His research on post-war reconstruction has examined experiences in the former 
Yugoslavia and in Lebanon, also in dialogue and with a comparative lens.  He co-edited the book ̀ Synchronous Pasts: Transforming 
heritage in the former Yugoslavia´ (2021) and is now completing a monograph tracing the relationship between architectural 
reconstruction and dealing with the past in the 20th century. At Konstanz, he first held an Alexander von Humboldt fellowship,  
hosted by Jan and Aleida Assmann and is now leading a research group on urban imaginaries after political ruptures, which has 
a focus on cosmopolitan imaginaries and syncretic place-making in cities with ethnoreligious diversity. He is a convenor of the 
Memory, Space and Place working group of the Memory Studies Association, part of the European action group on dissonant 
heritage, and an active contributor to the Arab-German Young Academy heritage program. 

Reshaping Space, Reshaping Memory: International Actors and Post-War Reconstruction from 
Beirut to the Balkans
This paper examines the relationship between post-war reconstruction, geopolitics and memory, by analysing how international 
actors are involved in the reconstruction of cities after conflict. It discusses the post-war reconstruction of cities as a process of 
spatialization of memory battles between groups by tracing how rebuilding favours particular identities and contributes to 
dynamics of remembering, amnesia and silencing. First, it interrogates the motivations and agendas of international actors in 
taking part in reconstruction in connection with memory narratives. Second, it analyses the impact of urban and architectural 
interventions connected to international actors on domestic memory politics.  Discussing the constellations of international 
actors in three urban reconstructions in the former Yugoslavia and the Middle East, it shows that the urban reconfiguration of 
cities after war has become an arena of international actors who mobilize different narratives of power and memory threads, 
reshaping conflict using other means. It draws from a variety of situations, including reconstruction of urban sites in Belgrade 
after the 1999 NATO bombing as an arena of intersections of actors and memory narratives, including EU, Russia and the United 
Arab Emirates, and the reconstruction of Sarajevo and Beirut, which show the double play between internal nation-building/
conflicting memories and an array of international actors and agendas. For instance, through supporting the rebuilding of 
religious buildings connected with a particular identity, or building memorials, these international actors contribute to the 
reshaping of memory landscapes. Moreover, it shows the role of non- state actors by  highlighting the important role of the 
municipality of Barcelona in rebuilding Sarajevo and its links with Catalan memory politics, reflecting forms of multidirectional 
memory.  It is based on interviews with architects, urban planners, representatives of the local authorities and NGOs, on an 
architectural hermeneutic analysis of sites, as well as an examination of local media coverage of such projects. The paper argues 
that the entanglement of local, national, and international actors in reconstructions play a role in reshaping both memory 
dynamics and conflict even after peace treaties are signed. 
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My education was in archaeology and anthropology from the Universities of Birzeit (BA), Arizona (MA), and Leiden (PhD). I 
am currently working as an Associate Professor at Birzeit University, teaching and training responsibilities in various courses, 
including archaeological fieldwork, Palestinian Archaeology, ancient pottery, tourism, cultural heritage, and oral history. 
I have Director several archaeological and cultural landscape projects at Kh. Birzeit, Kh. Siya . Tell et-Tell and co-directed 
projects at tell Qila and Shuqba. Presented papers at various international conferences and ` Organized and co-chairs several 
international workshops and conferences, and consultant and membership of various committees in Archaeology and cultural 
heritage.  Publications and coeditor in two volumes on archaeology, traditional pottery ethnography, cultural landscape, 
excavation reports, and Mamluk and Ottoman Archaeology.  My ongoing research and publication is the settlement system of 
the Byzantine and Mamluk and Ottoman Periods, the Rehabilitation and interpretation of Tell et-Tell urban site, the Wadi en-
Natuf and Shuqba Cave community archaeology and Natufian museum with Brian Boyd of Columbia University. 

Safeguarding the Palestinian Archaeological Heritage in a Pro-Colonial Stage
This paper will present a four-pillar framework for analyzing and protecting Palestinian cultural heritage. On the first hand, the 
effects of the ongoing political situation led to chaotic governance and multi-authorities over the cultural heritage sites.   The 
Oslo accords created the Palestinian authority to control part of the land occupied in 1967. So, Palestinians had the chance to 
govern their cultural heritage. However, most archeological and heritage sites are located in Area C under the Israeli occupation. 
The deteriorating security situation and the Israeli policies created a vacuum in administering these archaeological and other 
heritage sites. On the other hand, the socio-economic constraints encourage people to turn to illicit digging as a way of living.  
Looting is still causing plunder and destruction to almost all archaeological sites. Similarly, rapid urban development is causing 
severe destruction in the wake of the limited area allocated for construction. Not only did it damage heritage remains but also 
notably altered the cultural landscape. 
Given that heritage sites are under severe threats and catastrophes, the information and knowledge gap is spreading a culture 
of ignorance and neglect toward the consequences of the three aforementioned factors on their trajectory. Accordingly, the Tell 
et-Tell reconstruction and rehabilitation project was implanted with the aim of setting a strategy based on proper protective 
measures for the site remains.  The main action was to clean the various architectural remains and conduct targeted excavations.  
The collected information is analyzed and re-interpreted to build a localized narrative as an alternative to the common colonial 
one. The project was a derivative force for several other activities to raise community involvement, increase public awareness, 
and expand the knowledge base. It is hoped that the Tell et-Tell model will improve our understanding of the measures to 
administer and protect cultural heritage for future generations. 
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Joanne Dingwall McCafferty is an Affiliate with the University of Copenhagen, where between February 2019 and January 2022, 
she was a PhD Fellow researching the role of UNESCO in the protection of cultural heritage during armed conflict in Yemen, 
Syria and Iraq, and, more recently, held the position of Research Assistant. Joanne has worked with the Smithsonian Provenance 
Research Initiative in Washington DC, designed and delivered various courses and workshops on Heritage Protection in Urban 
Conflicts alongside the National Museum of Denmark, and has assumed the role of academic advisor at meetings with NATO 
HQ, the Romanian National Commission for UNESCO, and various UNESCO Delegations. Joanne has various publications on 
the subject of cultural heritage protection and reconstruction in relation to armed conflict, her most recent being a book titled 
‘UNESCO, Cultural Heritage and Conflict in Yemen, Syria and Iraq’ with Springer Law. 

UNESCO’s Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage Sites
With the loss of some cultural heritage, comes the loss of cultural identity and social cohesion – reconstruction follows as a 
logical step to repair such damage. It is in rare circumstances, often involving intentional destruction and collateral damage 
during conflict, when UNESCO sees fit to become involved in recovery initiatives to reconstruct
historic structures and districts. UNESCO’s 2015 Strategy on the Reinforcement of UNESCO’s Action for the Protection of Culture 
and the Promotion of Cultural Pluralism in the Event of Armed Conflict solidified the organisation’s intent to have an increased 
practical engagement with heritage protection and reconstruction activities in the context of armed conflict. With the outbreak 
of conflict in Yemen, in addition to multiple ongoing conflicts, UNESCO expected a consequent increase in requests for assistance, 
as well as an increase in statutory obligations.
When engaging in reconstruction initiatives, UNESCO’s policy is to ensure an integrated people-centred and place-based 
approach. The situations across Yemen, Syria and Iraq present different stages and forms of conflicts. For example, with Iraq 
being in a postconflict phase, there is greater accessibility for an agency such as UNESCO. However, when it comes to Yemen and 
Syria, which remain in the clutches of conflict, there comes other obstacles in initiating recovery strategies. Similar to emergency 
response ”first aid“ interventions, UNESCO recovery initiatives across the three countries have encountered many roadblocks, 
be that financial, political or simply a lack of trust among organisation, government and local population. This paper addresses 
UNESCO’s differing methodological approaches to recovery interventions across Yemen, Syria and Iraq. Via case studies of the 
Yemeni Cash for Work scheme, smaller recovery initiatives in Palmyra and UNESCO’s flagship Revive the Spirit of Mosul initiative, 
this paper also determines the various factors that affect UNESCO’s ability to carry out such interventions, and establishes 
whether the organisation upholds the integrated people-centred and placebased approach, it advocates, across each country.
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Mahmoud Hadia (Department of Antiquities of Libya)

Mahmoud Hadia, after graduating in Archaeology at the University of Tripoli, worked for a few years in the education sector, and 
joined the Libyan Department of Antiquities in 2012 as heritage professional. Here he has been actively working and following 
training programmes for heritage protection, GIS and management and he directed the ”Conservation of Historic Photographs 
in the Red Castle“ project, funded by the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation, in cooperation with the Libyan 
Department of Antiquities and Oberlin College.  He  has been the of Head of the Archaeological Survey Unit since 2016 and 
responsible for the documentation and protection of sites and monuments as well as the World Heritage Sites of Libya.
Ahmed Masoud (Department of Antiquities of Libya) 

Ahmed Masoud graduated at the University of El-Mageeb (El-Khoms – Libya) in Archaeology and subsequently acquired a Master 
diploma. He has been actively working in the field recording sites and monuments and following various training programme in 
GIS and documentation. He has been working in the survey Unit and the Department of Antiquities of Libya, since its creation. 
He has participated to a large number of survey projects and assessment of the archaeological sites and monuments in different 
regions of Libya, as well as the assessment of the World Heritage sites in Libya. 

The Sabratha Heritage Protection Project: Developing a new methodology to assess the
impact of the Crossfire on the Roman Theatre.
Sabratha is one of the major Roman cities in the west of Libya. Founded as Punic outpost, developed monumentally in the 
Roman and Byzantine periods. It was continuously occupied until the early Islamic period or at least until the 10th century. 
Numerous archaeological investigations and conservation work were carried out at the site during the 20th century. The
site was awarded World Heritage status in 1982 however it has been placed on the list of World Heritage site in Danger. This is 
due to damage to the site by several armed conflicts in September and October of 2016. The site is managed by the Department 
of Antiquities (DOA) of Libya. Among the numerous and impressive monuments at the site is the Roman theatre, which was built 
between the end of the 2nd and the beginning of the 3rd century. Unfortunately, conflict damage and political upheaval during 
2016 resulted in significant damage of the site of Sabratha. Control of migrants sheltering in the city and political upheaval 
saw the site at the centre of an armed conflict with an entire part of the city the place of a fierce battle. The theatre was used 
as a shield and was therefore heavily affected by the crossfire. Initial evaluation of the impact of the theatre was carried out in 
2018 which concluded that significant damage was evident throughout the theatre structure because of the impact of the 2016 
conflict. ICOMOS and UNESCO indicated the need of a Heritage Impact Assessment prior to restoration. Therefore, a pilot study 
The Sabratha Heritage Protection project, funded by Gerda Henkel Stiftung Patrimonies in collaboration between the DOA of 
Libya, Durham University and University of West England was established. The project was developed in order to document 
surface damage using, for the first time, a new methodology combining drone survey, photogrammetry an 3D modelling, 
measuring of impact of bullets (with ballistic analysis), and an assessment of the overall structural stability of the monument.
This methodology could be applied in future to other monuments effected by the crossfire. The project was entirely developed 
through the lockdown, and the collaboration was developed through remote training and data collection in Sabratha. The 
work resulted in the production for the first time of a report on the monument which cominbed advanced modern recording 
techniques, ballistic expertice, stone and structural analysis.
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Mekarem Eljamal is a doctoral student in urban planning at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, 
and Preservation. Her current research looks into the political economy of ”mixed-cities“ within Israel, looking at how the 
management and leveraging of social mix in these cities is intimately tied to the same logics of division that guide and undergird 
settler colonialism and neoliberalism. Eljamal is currently the managing editor for the Middle East Studies Pedagogy Initiative of 
the Arab Studies Institute and an affiliate editor for History@Work, the blog for the National Council on Public History.

Malleable Memories in Crafting “Mixity”: The Place of Cultural Heritage Sites in Conceptualizing 
the “Mixed” City
In the Ramat Ashkol neighborhood of Lod, Israel (henceforth referred to by the Arabic name Lydd), hidden behind unkempt and 
overgrown grasses, is a small entry point into a building of the Hassouneh family olive oil mill. Abandoned since the Nakba, 
the Hassouneh olive oil mill, as well as a soap factory building by the Old City, have been haphazardly cordoned off and left to 
exist without any care taking by the state or municipality. These sites and their ruination stand in stark contrast to the recently 
opened Shelby White and Leon Levy Lod Mosaic Archaeological Center, located two blocks away, which displays a late-third 
century mosaic. The juxtaposing realities of these sites of cultural heritage, harkening back to different moments in Lydd’s urban 
history, has a place in the overarching discourse of Lydd as a ”mixed city.“ Building from Said’s discussion of the ways in which 
spatial materialities submerge or resurface particular memories in service of curating and crafting national narratives, I argue 
that cultural heritage sites, and more specifically the management of such sites, are central to the way in which Israel constructs 
a malleable understanding of mixity. 
Lydd is one of the eight officially recognized ”mixed cities“ of Israel, a label denoting a numerically-significant amount of Jewish 
and Palestinian residents within municipal bounds. For the Israeli state, the conceptualization of ”mixity“ must be one that 
retains a flexibility enabling its deployment across urban spaces that seemingly have little in common. Ample scholarship has 
discussed cultural heritage sites in Jaffa (another mixed city) in reference to constructing municipal and state identities. Despite 
sharing the mixed city classification and being separated by only 20 kilometers, Lydd and Jaffa are immensely divergent spaces 
in terms of politics, socioeconomics, and reputations. While Israel has managed to maintain control over the demographics and 
cultural and political narrative of Jaffa, its ethnonational control in and over Lydd is much more unstable. Using the divergent 
methods of care for cultural heritage sites in Lydd as a counter example to Jaffa, I highlight a specific construction of mixity 
that the state deploys in urban spheres wherein its ethnonational hold is tenuous, underscoring how cultural heritage sites are 
ehicles assert, erase, and shift municipal identities in a manner that service particular nationstate identities.
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Dr. Mohammad Hassan Khani is an Associate Professor of International Relations, and currently the Head of Department of 
International Relations at Imam Sadiq University (ISU) in Tehran, also teaching as a guest-lecturer at other Iranian universities 
including Tehran University and School of International Relations. He received his PhD in peace studies & international relations 
from Bradford University in England. In 2016 he joined the Global Challenges Fellowship Program as a Senior Fellow hosted 
by Institute for Advanced Study at Central European University in Budapest and Global Public Policy Institute in Berlin. He is a 
member of editorial board of Eurasia Studies Quarterly. He is a founding member of Iranian Political Science Association and also 
a member of Iranian International Relations Association. He is the author of numerous books, chapters in books, and academic 
papers in Persian and English. His views and analyses on regional and international affairs have been reflected in form of articles 
in, and interviews with: Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Reuters, NPR, ABC News, CNN, BBC World, Russia Today, China 
Central TV, Press TV, Sahar TV, Al-Aalam, Japan Times and Al-Ahram. 

Post-war Reconstruction as a Means of Cultural Diplomacy: Iranian Initiative in Reconstruction 
of Holy Shrines in Iraq
War and conflicts are always a source hopelessness, despair, frustration, hatred, and destruction. Living in an environment of 
conflict, violence, and war and witnessing a continuous process of destruction brings a sense of collective misery to the society 
as a whole and every individual as a member of that society. The Iraqi society, overwhelmed by decades of war and conflict and 
divided by sectarian animosity seems to be a good example in this regard. However post-war Iraq, for shia majority at least, 
was a different story. The post war period as a new era of religious freedom brought them a sense of hope, togetherness, and 
attachment energizing and motivating them for reconstruction efforts.
Them soon a very new foreign actor from a neighboring country arrived. Iran as the most populated Shia majority country 
stepped it to speed up the reconstruction of holy shrines. According to the observation and facts on the ground, specially the 
megaprojects in Najaf and Karbala shrines, the Iranian endeavor made a huge difference in terms of the size and speed not 
comparable to other similar reconstruction project anywhere in post-war Iraq. Although all the sites under reconstruction by 
Iranians are regarded the Iraqi Cultural Heritage and Iraqi properties and assets, yet in the Iranian eyes it is also their enduring 
contribution to revive and promote a Shia heritage something that serves the interests of both Iran and Iraq and also enhances 
the elements of unity, harmony, and brotherhood between the two nations. The reconstruction projects combined with Arbaeen 
March in which millions of pilgrims from Iran and other countries such as Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, etc, visit the 
reconstructed holy shrines brings Iran a positive and favorable image. This article is an attempt to explore the impact of Iranian 
involvement in the reconstruction of Shia holy sites in Iraq on Iran-Iraq relations. It argues that this initiative due to its popular 
support by NGOs and other non-governmental entities, also due to its nature and roots in culture and architecture can be seen 
as an act of cultural diplomacy. The article further investigates the challenges and opportunities face this endeavor among both 
Iranian and Iraqi communities.
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Mounir Sabeh Affaki is an architect and a researcher. He holds a PhD in Architecture from the University of Coimbra, Portugal. His 
research interests touch on the topics of built heritage, memory, and public spaces. His doctoral thesis responds to the reality of 
his hometown Aleppo. It discusses the potentials of architecture and urban planning as tools for post-war social reconciliation 
through interdisciplinary research, bridging social studies and architecture.
Currently, Mounir is a postdoctoral researcher at the Czech Technical University in Prague. He is working on post-war Czech 
architecture with the mentorship of Professor Petr Vorlík, Head of the Department of Theory and History of Architecture. His 
latest article ‘Lost between legislation and application: a critical reading of Czech post-war architectural conservation policies’ 
was published by the International Journal of Heritage Studies. 
Mounir has also been involved in several research groups with focus on the Syrian context, working on post-war reconstruction, 
housing, and urban planning and development issues, for which presentations and lectures were conducted, workshops 
attended, and research outputs were circulated in several international conferences and seminars. 

Memories, Collective yet Divided: The Potentials of Post-war Memorial Architecture in Aleppo
This paper touches on the reality of the Syrian society that has suffered from a decade-long conflict and the trauma induced 
by different forms of violence, death, and displacement. In addition, social divisions, conforming to ethnic diversity and 
socioeconomic nuances, have further exacerbated during the conflict with political polarisation, even repulsion, becoming 
evident between multiple affiliations. Collective -not to mention individual- experiences of different social groups have 
been naturally and constantly expressed and retold. These war narratives can be extremely contesting and often totalitarian, 
especially when depicting victims and perpetrators, thus perpetuating the social divide. If left unaddressed, as the current 
situation suggests, these narratives may pose considerable challenges to the processes of social recovery and reconciliation.
The paper examines and discusses the potentials of memorialisation processes in the Syrian context, focusing on Aleppo -a 
divided and wounded city. It argues that not only memorial projects provide spaces for people to gather, mourn, grief, but also 
loci for connection and healing. They can be perceived as a tangible expression of acknowledgement for people’s suffering, 
whether through the preservation and documentation of war events and re-telling history, hereby commemorative memorials, 
or through symbolic representation, hereby conceptual memorials. 
Memorial projects tend to create an emotional experience that incorporates stress and de-stress through a journey that 
begins by evoking memory, triggering an emotional arousal to facilitate mourning, then providing a place for contemplation, 
catharsis, self-actualisation, and in some cases, self-expression. In this vein, the paper argues that, at the individual level, this 
approach aligns with the Prolonged Exposure Therapy method, used as a treatment for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
At the societal level, memorials should be considered as a psychosocial intervention that, when predicated on the principles of 
inclusiveness, appropriateness, and effectiveness, may contribute positively to social recovery and reconciliation. 
Besides bridging architectural design and psychological and psychosocial studies to form the theoretical framework of this 
paper, Research about Design is also employed through the examination of selected case studies to conclude with social 
considerations for memorial design conforming to the Syrian context and the contesting narratives expressed.



35

Nur Alah Abdelzayed Valdeolmillos & Djamel Boussaa
Nur has been working at Qatar Foundation since 2010. She is a Senior Architect at the Capital Projects Directorate working on a diverse 
portfolio of projects to achieve QF excellence in architecture vision. She is QF heritage expert responsible for the safeguarding of the 
heritage sites inside Education City Boundaries. She holds a master’s degree in Conservation and Restoration of Historic Buildings 
form the IUAV University of Venice –Italy (2007). And a B.Sc. in Architecture and Urban Planning from the University of Benghazi –
Libya (2004) where she returned as an Assistant Professor before relocating to Qatar. She is an active member of the Qatari heritage 
scene and has contributed extensively in conferences, talks and seminars. She was a founding member of ICOMOS Qatar in 2011, 
Member of Qatari Committee to the UNESCO 38th World Heritage Committee 2014, participant in QM-UCL Qatar Cultural Heritage 
Law working groups in 2019 and Member of the Advisory Committee for the Gulf Architecture Project founded by the Qatar National 
Library in collaboration with the University of Liverpool for 2019-2020. She is currently undertaking PhD studies in architectural 
heritage researching post-conflict recovery of built heritage in the Arab Region through a dual degree program from Qatar University 
and the Politecnico di Milano.

Djamel Boussaa graduated with a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Algiers (EPAU) in 1984. He obtained his Master of 
Philosophy in Architecture from the University of York, UK in September 1987. He taught as an Assistant Professor at the Institute of 
Architecture, University of Blida, in Algeria for 8 years. He joined UAE University in September 1996 and worked for ten years before 
moving to the University of Bahrain for three years. He completed his Ph.D. in Urban Conservation from University of Liverpool, UK 
in 2008. From September 2009, he is an Assistant Professor at Qatar University, Department of Architecture and Urban Planning. 
He has been promoted to the rank of Associate Professor in March 2019. In addition to teaching, he was the Coordinator of the 
Graduate Studies since September 2016 until November 2018. During the last 30 years, he published extensively in the areas of Urban 
Conservation in North Africa and the Gulf Region. He published over 40 conference papers, one book, two book chapters and about 
20 journal papers. In addition to teaching and research, he is now the Graduate Studies Coordinator since May 2021. 

Reflections on Continuity and Change for the Post-Conflict Recovery of the Historic City Centre 
or Benghazi-Libya
Societies experiencing acute crises, such as armed conflict, face a radical transformation of the national cohesion and history narrative. 
The destruction of cultural heritage is an aggravating factor in conflicts and crises affecting peoples’ environments, identities, and 
sense of place. Recovering the destroyed built heritage following a conflict has been a significant concern since long ago. With the 
complexity of post-conflict -environments’ economic, social, and political challenges and the diverse stakeholders involved make 
the task extremely difficult. Debates over whether to reconstruct, what to reconstruct, by whom for whom and following which 
narratives and principles are pressing amongst heritage scholars and influential stakeholders in post-conflict scenarios.  This paper 
will study the post- conflict recovery of historic centers through the duality between continuity and change to reconfigure the urban 
form of post-conflict communities. It will analyze the ambition towards a globalized prosperous city versus a sustainable heritage-
led urban regeneration as a post-conflict reconstruction paradigm reflecting on opportunities and risks of such approaches for the 
post-conflict recovery of historic center of the Libyan city of Benghazi which following the strong armed combats of 2017, has seen 
no major reconstruction efforts.  The study will highlight lessons learnt from past experiences in the post-conflict recovery contexts. 
Furtherly it will highlight lessons learnt from ambitious Arab cities embracing culture and identity as a catalyst for their sustainable 
urban development. It will subsequently use these lessons as a basis to reflect on similar approaches for the post-conflict recovery 
of the historic city center of Benghazi. The paper will follow a qualitative mixed a methods approach. It will use an integrated desk 
study approach to capture lessons learned from relevant case studies though data available from scholar publications, reports and 
news articles. Because of the lack of academic literature on Benghazi, this study will rely on the author’s experience of the city before 
and after the conflict in addition grey and published literature, social media community pages, and personal contact with relevant 
individuals as sources of information. The recent paradigm shift in the role of heritage in post-conflict recovery changes the focus 
to emphasise its role as a component for peace, social reconciliation, and sustainable development. Thus, this paper will provide a 
much needed guidance to the relevant stakeholders and decision makers in the city of Benghazi for the recovery planning vision and 
process. Additionally, historic city centers in similar circumstances could benefit from the reflections in this paper.
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Omar Jassam Fadel, PhD in archeology (cultural heritage management), teaches at the Faculty of Archeology- University 
of Mosul in Iraq. He is a member of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), expert member of the 
International Scientific Committee on Archaeological Heritage Management (ICAHM), Vice President of the Arab Committee for 
World Heritage, and a scientific expert at the General Authority for Antiquities and Heritage (Iraqi Ministry of Culture); working 
on a project  targeting the inclusion of the archaeological sites of Darb Zubaydah on the World Heritage List. Dr. Omar is also a 
research assistant at the American University of Sulaymaniyah in Iraq and the British Royal Holloway University; working on a 
project entitled: ”the Cultural Heritage for Wellbeing in Iraq“. He also occupies the title of expert in the Lamassu Volunteer Team 
for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage. Dr. Omar, in addition, is a visiting researcher at the British Institute for the Study of 
Iraq (BISI) in London, the British Museum and Durham University. He authored three books and several articles and publications 
in the fields of archeology. Furthermore, he holds a number of certificates from international universities and institutes in the 
fields of archeology, cultural heritage management and entrepreneurship. Dr. Omar is fluent in Arabic, English and Turkish. 

Cultural Heritage Management in Conflict Areas:  Mosul as a Case Study  
Cultural heritage, of all kinds, is a memory of people and proof of their authenticity and history that express their cultural and 
national identity. It is the link between the past, present and even future of nations. Cultural heritage, in addition, has a great 
importance in human life and existence at the social, economic, political and cultural aspects.
Research problem: In light of the dangers and threats caused by human factors such as armed conflicts, deliberate sabotage, 
looting and vandalism, and due to the natural factors which impact the world cultural heritage such as floods, earthquakes, 
storms, volcanoes, etc., the issue of managing, protecting and preserving cultural heritage in areas of armed conflicts has always 
been quite indispensable. It is the genuine problem discussed in this research. This is through a case study of the city of Mosul 
and its experience. Mosul is a city rich in cultural heritage sites but suffered some armed conflicts.
Objective: The study aims at strengthening the management of cultural heritage of all kinds in times of armed conflicts. 
Regardless of location, the aim is to protect cultural heritage from any threats or disasters that lead to its destruction. This is in 
addition to the importance of providing access on how to ensure the maintenance of such cultural heritage and develop sound 
plans for sustainable development. The objective, furthermore, is to create practical, legal and academic preventive plans based 
on past experiences in order to preserve a given cultural heritage.
Research plan: By adopting the analytical method of research, the study has been divided into four sections. The first aims to 
review the nature, types and importance of cultural and natural heritage. Then in the second section the most important risks 
and threats to cultural heritage in general are addressed. In the third section, the researcher discuses the Iraqi experience in the 
city of Mosul and its cultural heritage sites, especially in times of war and armed conflicts, with many examples of destruction, 
vandalism and looting of cultural heritage sites, in particular the archaeological sites occupied by armed terrorist gangs known 
as ISIS during the years 2014-2017; when these armed gangs destroyed the archaeological sites and detonated them after looting 
their valuable artifacts. The fourth section highlights the international and local efforts spent in the revival of the cultural 
heritage sites. It also examines some of the problems that the process of cultural heritage management encounters in Iraq. 
These sections are then followed by presenting the conclusions achieved, as well as the solutions and plans that the researcher 
finds efficient to deal with those problems. 
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Dr. Patrick M. Michel holds a PhD in Assyriology and a MA in Classical Archaeology and Ancient History from the University of 
Lausanne. After teaching at the Universities of Geneva and Bern, he is now a Senior Lecturer in Ancient History at the University 
of Lausanne and directs the Faculty of Art’s Digital Humanities Center. He is the scientific director of the Collart-Palmyra project, 
for which he received the Prix de l’Université de Lausanne (2022) and the ICCROM-Sharjah Award for Good Practices in Cultural 
Heritage Conservation and Management in the Arab Region. In addition to his research, Dr. Michel participated in several 
excavations on the site of Tell Kazel (Tartous) in collaboration with the American University of Beirut. He moreover holds a 
Diploma of Advanced Studies in cultural property law and is a member of the scientific committee of the ALIPH Foundation and 
a board member of the ArtTech Foundation.

Post-conflict virtual Reconstruction in Palmyra: the ethic of dealing archives
In August 2015, Baalshamîn temple in Palmyra was completely destroyed by ISIL/Daech. The destruction of this monument 
crystallised the sense of loss of memory for those who had fled the combat zones during the war. The main problem today is how 
to document the both monument itself and its destruction, alongside the feasibility of any restoration or reconstruction, or the 
possibility of new archaeological research, as well as the question the conservation of the cultural memory of the location for 
local people. To address these problems, Collart-Palmyre Project at Lausanne University aims to publish all the documentation 
held in the Paul Collart archive and make it accessible to researchers and Syrian refugees around the world. Since launching 
in 2017, members of our team are digitising original documents, making them available on our online open access database 
(tiresias.unil.ch). The database consists of photos, sketchbooks and notebooks in pdf format. The project has translated 
summaries of its activities in Arabic, as well as producing Arabic learning tools about the history of Palmyra.
A 3D reconstruction of the Temple of Baalshamin has been realised by the UNIL team in the department of Archaeology and 
Ancient History (ASA). The technical processing of this 3D modelling and VR experience, which began in 2016, was completed by 
the French start-up ICONEM and Ubisoft. Partnership with UNDP is also underway with the ASA permitting the presentation in 
2020 of 3D models of the Temple to displaced Syrian refugees located in camps. Discussions with UNESCO in Paris also helped 
to draft some guidelines about the future of Palmyra. Finally, the project will provide refugee with a booklet that tells the story 
of Palmyra with emphasis on the multicultural aspects of the city during Antiquity, as a crucial means of educating the next 
generation. With the help of images of the virtually reconstructed temple, it is hoped that this will spark an intergenerational 
dialogue. Last but not least, we have to question the broader facets of neo-colonialist, economic and nationalist agendas that 
emerges from the ‘migration of digital heritage’ (in particular 3D models) as assets to be exploited. The project wants to explore 
how these digital assets provide a scaffold for the memories of migrants, especially those who are fleeing different types of risk 
(warfare, climate refugees) or have suffered iconoclastic events.
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Dr Paul Newson is an Associate Professor of Archaeology in the Department of History and Archaeology, American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon.  Paul’s main research areas are focused on the archaeology of the Roman Near East. Landscape archaeology and 
post-conflict archaeology and heritage.  He has worked in Syria and Jordan, and currently directs a field project in the Bekaa Valley 
in Lebanon, and is the GIS advisor for the ‘British period archaeology and heritage project’ in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan.  In 
addition to multiple publications on the Roman Near East, Paul has recently co-written a paper in Cambridge Archaeological 
Dialogues ‘Post-Conflict Ethics, Archaeology and Archaeological Heritage: A Call for Discussion’, and co-edited the volume ‘Post-
Conflict Archaeology and Heritage’ (2017, Routledge) with Ruth Young.   

Ruth Young is a Professor of Archaeology in the School of Archaeology and Ancient History, University of Leicester, UK.  Ruth’s 
main research areas are focused on the recent archaeology and heritage of South Asia and the Middle East, and post-conflict 
archaeology and heritage.  She has worked in various countries in both South Asia and the  Middle East (including Iran, Oman, Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan), and is currently co-directing the ‘British period archaeology and heritage project’ in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Pakistan’ project, and developing a new project in Sri Lanka.  Some of this work informed her book Historical Archaeology and 
Heritage in the Middle East (2019, Routledge). Ruth has recently co-written a paper in Cambridge Archaeological Dialogues 
‘Post-Conflict Ethics, Archaeology and Archaeological Heritage: A Call for Discussion’, and co-edited the volume ‘Post-Conflict 
Archaeology and Heritage’ (2017, Routledge).  

Issues and challenges to engaging local communities in post-conflict archaeology and 
archaeological heritage
Engagement with local communities is rightly seen as an important (if not vital) aspect of heritage work in post-conflict 
situations.  Many researchers would argue that without community involvement rehabilitations of archaeological heritage and 
reconstructions of societies are unlikely to be wholly successful.  However, meaningful engagement can be extremely difficult, 
and there are many challenges and issues that should perhaps be contemplated more openly.  The nature of archaeological 
practice and archaeological heritage also brings particular challenges that are not always recognised when championing 
the many benefits it can potentially bring to post-conflict work. In this paper, we would like to review the role of community 
engagement in archaeological work and think about why it is now considered such a fundamental aspect of heritage projects 
in many parts of the world.  Drawing on our own work, and referencing a range of other examples, we will reflect on the 
encouragement of community participation in post-conflict situations, and identify some of the key issues, challenges, even 
barriers to successful community work.  We will also give some consideration to what constitutes success and how this might 
be measured.  This is a large and complex subject, so in highlighting it we will concentrate on analysing and suggesting ways 
forward in two important areas that affect community engagement processes.
A key practice frequently encouraged through community involvement in conserving and curating archaeological heritage 
is heritage tourism.  Although potentially providing great financial value heritage tourism also can bring other concerns, and 
may not be the impact-free financial panacea often foregrounded.  Embedding communities and individuals into the current 
heritage tourism model can brings risks from the erosion of identity to loss of authenticity as heritage guardians. A second 
area for discussion is around ensuring effective engagement with a wide diversity of communities and many different sectors 
of those communities.  In some instances, a small core of very enthusiastic stakeholders can act as community gatekeepers 
and spokespeople – how might we effectively move beyond them to engage other potential stakeholders such as community 
minorities and repressed (possibly even illegal or denied communities)? In considering post-conflict archaeological heritage 
over the long-term new approaches need to be formulated and, sometimes, hard choices may have to be made.  In recognising 
these issues, we suggest in this paper that a more sustainable, pragmatic approach to post-conflict archaeological heritage will 
develop.  
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Diana Salahieh is a Ph.D. student at the Faculty of Architecture at the Czech Technical University in Prague, specializing in concepts of 
walkable cities, re-imagining urban mobility, and the use of public space. In parallel, she conducts research on post-conflict recovery 
within the Syrian urban landscape with a particular interest in cultural heritage, creative mapping, storytelling, memories, and micro-
histories. Diana attained her BA in Landscape Architecture from the American University of Beirut and her MSc. in Landscape Planning 
from the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague. 

Saeed Asaeed is an architect from Damascus. After graduating with a BA in Architecture from Damascus University in 2011, Saeed has 
been attaining professional experience in the fields of architecture, urban design, heritage studies, and interior design. Currently, he 
is doing his Master’s degree in World Heritage Studies at the Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg, Germany. 
His research interest lies in post-conflict recovery, cultural heritage (tangible & intangible), identity, urban heritage, and architectural 
conservation. In addition, Saeed is currently a working student in Berlin and works on World Heritage Sites projects in Berlin and 
Brandenburg and other architectural projects in Germany.

Layla Zibar is a (post) doctoral researcher at the department of architecture at KU Leuven University (Belgium) and lecturer at 
Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg (Germany). Her work and research interests pivot around inclusion, 
forced migration, (post)conflict reconstruction and urbanism. Over the years, her academic and professional interests aim to 
comprehend and unfold the interrelations between crises, involuntary displacements, urbanization processes, homing and lived 
experiences. Layla holds a dual PhD degree in Architecture & Urbanism (2023) from BTU (DE) and KU Leuven (BE), an MSc. in Urban 
Design, Community Development, and Architectural Engineering (Cairo University/Egypt 2016), a BA in Architectural Engineering 
(Aleppo University /Syria 2010). 

(Re)Calibrating Heritage: Reading Al-Jdeideh Post-Conflict Transformations in Aleppo, Syria
Aleppo City is a recent example of how armed conflict ruptures generationally (re)articulated urban and cultural fabric. Apart 
from the city’s physical destruction, the post-conflict spatial fragmentation reveals significantly altered socio-economic 
dynamics between its (former) communities’ absence and presence. With the end of active armed confrontation, Aleppo’s Old 
City, recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1986, has witnessed a patchwork of non-orchestrated reconstruction and 
privately-funded efforts. However, these contemporary reconstruction activities generally lack a comprehensive, sustainable, 
recovery-oriented, and context-specific approach that captures the city’s post-conflict social, cultural and heritage significance 
(Affaki, 2021; Munawar & Symonds, 2022). Al-Jdeideh neighborhood, in the Old City of Aleppo, serves as an example where 
such individualistic and unplanned reconstruction attempts result in underrepresented values and needs of the locals, and an 
arguably skewed image of the area’s past socio-material symbol as a major hub of culture, commerce, heritage, and everyday 
life in Aleppo city. Consequently, Al-Jdeideh today remains in a state of conflict between different actors’ visions, and (un)heard 
Aleppians’ voices. Therefore, in order to stratify the post-war dynamics on a small-scale (i.e. Al-Jdeideh neighborhood) in the 
context of large-scale socio-economic transformations, this paper combines empirical data from on-site qualitative evaluations 
of Al-Jdeideh’s heavily destroyed urban structure with semi-structured informal interviews that render the local narratives and 
memories of Aleppians inside and outside of Syria. This approach allows for a dynamic interpretation of Al-Jdeideh’s meaning, 
urban function, and cultural value for its former and present-day dwellers and users. Finally, the authors call for the urgent 
adoption of heritage-led regeneration and a human-centered urbanism approach to recover Al-Jdeideh’s image as a traditional 
and sustainable neighborhood in the Old City of Aleppo. This will enhance the significance and integration of the various local 
perceptions into a contextual post-conflict recovery approach that acknowledges the past, evaluates the present, and provides 
future guidelines that reflect the values of present-day and future communities of Al-Jdeideh and Aleppo city.
References: Affaki, M. S. (2021). Reconstruction of Heritage and Spirit: Mending the Scars of Aleppo. In F. F. Arefian, J. Ryser, A. 
Hopkins, & J. Mackee (Eds.), Historic Cities in the Face of Disasters: Reconstruction, Recovery and Resilience of Societies (pp. 
263–279). Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-77356-4_15
Munawar & James Symonds (2022): Post-Conflict Reconstruction, Forced migration & Community Engagement: The Case of 
Aleppo, Syria, International Journal of Heritage Studies 28 (9): 1017-1035.
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universal museums, cultural franchising, and the relationships between heritage and sports. Recent publications include 
Cultural Heritage, Transnational Narratives and Museum Franchising in Abu Dhabi (2020, Routledge) and Museums of the 
Arabian Peninsula Historical Developments and Contemporary Discourses (ed., 2020, Routledge). She is the co-editor of Cultural 
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Cathartic Heritage in Post-Conflict MENA
The role of heritage as a cathartic process is an underexplored line of inquiry within postconflict heritage settings in MENA. This 
paper expands on recent studies examining the role of emotion in heritage-making and identity-building (Smith, 2020; Sather-
Wagstaff, 2018; Muntean, 2018), and the opportunities for cultural heritage practice for community engagement, healing, and 
reconciliation (Ronchi, 2020; Leeming, 2020). Our aim is to conceptualise and understand emotion as an embodied and ‘cathartic’ 
act in post-conflict heritage contexts in the MENA region. In this introductory paper we will provide a theoretical framing for 
the concept of cathartic heritage (Wakefield) and discuss a range of ethodological approaches (Loeseke) to understand how 
heritage is entangled with deeply troubling moments of loss, grieving, anger, fear, trauma and anxiety in post-conflict settings.
This paper seeks to provide a point of departure for discussions around how emotion and trauma are inter-twined to within 
processes of rebuilding and reconstruction. We seek to question how heritage can be used to better understand the ways in 
which communities, practitioners, governmental actors are affected by trauma and emotion within post-conflict
settings and the methodological frameworks that might be shaped to create a traumainformed cathartic heritage approach. 
Through this paper, and the panel, we aim to shed light on post-conflict cultural heritage practice from a new empirical viewpoint 
that has the potential to have a significant impact within the field of heritage studies.
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IFLA PAC Center for Arab region and Middle East. As such it is the reference centre for Preservation and Conservation for 
the International Federation of Libraries Associations. Stephane has a background of art historian, conservator and lawyer 
specialized in legal issues related to art and heritage. Since 2020, he is leading an international project which aims to counter 
the trafficking of oriental manuscripts and documentary heritage (Himaya). Stephane Ipert published various books and papers 
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Qatar National Library’s Efforts to Preserve Documentary Heritage in the Arab Region and the 
Middle East (IFLA PAC Regional Center - Himaya Project)
This presentation will shed light on the efforts of Qatar National Library in recent years to support the preservation of 
documentary heritage in the Arab region and the Middle East through its active role in the International Federation of Library 
Associations (IFLA). Since 2015 QNL is the IFLA Regional Centre for Preservation and Conservation in MENA region and as such 
implemented many activities and regional projects. The main mission of the QNL-IFLA regional center is to support preservation 
project through practical training courses in Qatar and several Arab countries (Sultanate of Oman - Jordan - Lebanon - Morocco 
- Tunisia). We also disseminate and advocate through publications, technical guides and translation projects.
In addition to these actions, in 2019, QNL launched the ”Himaya project“ to combat illegal trafficking of oriental manuscripts 
documentary heritage. For our QNL IFLA region center, it is obviously a priority to support the preservation of the documentary 
heritage in the regions of conflict, political instability and in case of disasters. With Himaya project QNL put a special focus on 
some countries because we all know that trafficking increase in case of conflicts or disasters. For example, we had special actions 
in Afghanistan, and we support ATHAR-project in his task to monitor the social media which are the new growing channel for 
trafficking of antiquities and manuscripts. Being a national library, it is not always easy to have fast and efficient interventions 
on the ground and to support special requests we intervene through local or international organizations. For example, it has 
been the case of our interventions in Sudan, in Afghanistan, in Beirut after the blast where we funded specialize organization 
such as UNESCO, Prince Claus Fund and Arch-International to implement the preservation and salvage projects we selected.
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Heritage preservation as a legitimising tool through the Russian media
Due to its mediatic and international echo, the preservation and reconstruction of heritage sites has been a key issue in the Syrian 
civil war. Beyond hopes for reconstruction as a national and international heritage, one also has to question the political uses 
of such sites, particularly in conflictual and post-conflict situations, as is the case in Syria. The use of heritage by authoritarian 
regimes to legitimise themselves has been documented (Sudermann 2014), as well as the endeavours of international actors to 
save heritage sites in postconflict situations (Lenzerini 2003), an effort that was the consequence of global media attention at 
the spectacle of destruction (Harmansah 2015). Such attention, particularly in Western media, did not go unnoticed, and heritage 
preservation has become a key part of the Russian narrative in Syria. Through the study of reports from Russian media in Syria 
(ANNA News, RT), this study intend toquestion the political aspects of heritage reconstruction by authoritarian actors in the 
Syrian conflict, while focusing particularly on a key international player in the field, with a very coherent agenda when it comes 
to heritage sites. While there were still debates about the possible reconstruction of Palmyra (Munawar 2017), presenting itself 
as defending high culture, Russia developed a threefold narrative around Syrian heritage sites and the care devoted to them, a 
narrative that fostered reconstruction endeavours (Plets 2017). At first, the damages done to heritage sites is used, particularly 
in Aleppo, as a symbol of the hardships of the Syrian people. It is then developed to justify the Russian intervention from a 
cultural and humanitarian point of view, and, ultimately, reconstruction efforts, linked to the national Syrian identity, are used 
as a relegitimising tool for the Assad regime (Harrowell 2016), through the mediation of Russian reports. Through this study, we 
intend to better understand efforts that mimick previous interventions, and contribute to the debate about politicization of 
heritage reconstruction in the Middle East.
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Middle Eastern Women’s Agency in Preserving Intangible Cultural Heritage
While cultural heritage is often emphasized in its tangible forms, including artistic creations,monuments, and other physical 
products of human creativity, it also bears an intangible aspect that is both scarcely researched and complex to preserve. Intangible 
cultural heritage is defined as ‘practices, representations and expressions, and knowledge and skills which are transmitted from 
generation to generation’ (UNESCO, 2007), including traditions, rituals, social practices, oral expressions, language knowledge, 
music, performing arts and traditional craftsmanship. By looking at stories and narratives of Iraqi, Palestinian and Syrian women 
and how their gender identity interlocks with their national and ethnic identities, this paper investigates the roles some Middle 
Eastern women play in preserving cultural heritage, particularly intangible forms of cultural heritage during conflict and post-
conflict contexts. In doing this, the paper employs ‘intersectionality’ and Patricia Collins’s ‘Matrix’ thinking.The matrix thinking 
here is not only relevant for a critical understanding of the domination these women are exposed to but also of their agency 
and subjectivity. In conflict contexts, the female identity is primarily associated with victimhood (Skjelsbæk 2001). For example, 
Bunch and Carrillo (1992), Wallace (1993), Bennett et al (1995), Turshen and Twagiramariya (1998) and Moser and Clark (2001) 
highlight the various human rights abuses and violence which women and mothers, in specific, are exposed to during conflicts 
and displacement. Rehn and Sirleaf (2002), Plümper and Neumayer (2006), Kaufman and Williams (2010) and Kudakwashe and 
Richard (2015) highlight their exposure to sexual violence and mass rape during civil wars and violence in like Chechnya, Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Burma, Democratic Republic of Congo, Darfur and Somalia. In many cases, women –not primarily because of their 
gender identity but mostly due to their other identities– are targeted and victimized purposefully with the aim of tearing down 
the ‘fabric’ of their communities, spreading terror in the hearts of both civilians and combatants and portraying the opposing 
group as weak, humiliated, emasculated and feminine (Rehn and Sirleaf 2002; Mazurana 2010; Kudakwashe 2015). Beyond this 
essentializing perspective that emphasizes the passive roles of women, the paper discusses the context-specific experience of 
Iraqi, Syrian and Palestinian women in preserving their intangible cultural heritages as a counter-hegemonic stance against 
oppression and violence. In doing this, the intersecting and interlocking gender, national and ethnic identities of these women 
come to play a role in stemming their agency and resilience through preserving their intangible cultural heritage. While Shi’I 
Iraqi women revive and maintain the narratives and mourning rituals associated with the battle of Karbala through mothering, 
child rearing and storytelling in private space, Syrian women, academics, documenters, filmmakers, craftswomen and cooks are 
sharing stories, documenting recipes and heritage sites, as well as engaging in art crafts to preserve their culture and traditions. 
On the other hand, Palestinian women preserve their cultural heritage, through singing folkloric songs, sewing and dressing 
the traditional customs, painting ceramics, writing stories and poetry, arts or even scarves and producing documentaries, as a 
means to ‘produce their own narrative’ against the occupation’s attempt to eliminate their culture. These women’s preservation 
of their intangible cultural heritage can only be seen as a counter-hegemonic attempt from their side to resist the surrounding 
political violence and enhance their community collective identity. Women’s intersecting identities are, thus, co-constitutive 
not only of their domination and oppression, but also of their agency and subjectivity. After concisely reviewing the literature 
on women’s role in preserving cultural heritage, the paper is going to move in three sections explaining manifestations of these 
women’s role in preserving their cultural heritage and the role their identities play in this regards as well as the significance of 
their actions.
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Amal Ghazal

Professor of History, Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Humanities at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, and Editor-
in-Chief of the journal Almuntaqa. She was formerly Professor of History and Director of the Centre for Comparative Muslim 
Studies at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Canada. She is the author of Islamic Reform and Arab Nationalism: Expanding 
the Crescent from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, 1880s-1930s (2010) and a co-editor of The Oxford Handbook of 
Contemporary Middle Eastern and North African History (2016).

Farah Aridi

Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. She studied Literature in Beirut (MA), 
focusing on Anglophone literature, diasporic narratives, and literary theory. She received her PhD in Comparative Literature 
from Goldsmiths University of London, in 2020. She lectured in literature, literatures in translation, and culture studies at the 
American University of Beirut  (AUB) and the Lebanese American University (LAU) from 2013 to 2016, and taught Culture Studies 
and Creative Writing at Phoenicia University in Lebanon from 2019 to Spring of 2021. Her teaching and research interests include 
Comparative Literature, Literary Theory, Literatures in Translation, Postcolonial Literature, Spatial Theory, and City Literature.

Annette Loeseke

Lecturer in Cultural and Creative Industries at Sheffield University Management School and Honorary Fellow at the University of 
Leicester, School of Museum Studies. She previously lectured at NYU Berlin and the Reinwardt Academy, Amsterdam University 
of the Arts. She was a Senior Visiting Fellow at UCL Qatar and a Scholar-inResidence at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. Her 
research interests lie at the intersection ofmuseum studies, visitor studies, contentious heritage practice, and cultural activism. 
Recent publications include From Transcultural Entanglements to Integrated Learning Experiences? Museum Education 
at Berlin’s Museum of Islamic Art (in Journal of Elementary Education 2022/15), Producing ‘Cultural Heritage’ and Framing 
‘Expertise’: Berlin’s Pergamon Museum (in New Approach to Cultural Heritage, ed. vol., 3Springer Nature 2021), and The Politics 
of Contemporary Art Museums: Calouste Gulbenkian’s Modern Collection in Lisbon (in Curating the Contemporary in the Art 
Museum, ed. vol., Routledge 2023). She is the coeditor of Cultural Heritage in the Middle East and North Africa: Third Actors, 
Mediators, and De-centering Practices (Loeseke & Wakefield, due March 2024, Routledge)
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Ghassan Elkahlout 

Director of the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies. He is an Associate Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies where he currently serves as Head of the MA Program in Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action. Elkahlout 
received his PhD in Post-War Reconstruction and Development Studies from York University. He has had a distinguished and 
varied career as a humanitarian professional, having worked for international organizations including the United Nations, the 
International Federation of Red Crescent Societies, and Islamic Relief Worldwide. He has been a member of a wide range of 
emergency humanitarian response teams in different countries.

Haider Saeed 

Researcher and Head of the Gulf Studies Unit at the ACRPS, and Editor-in-Chief of the Siyasat Arabiya journal. Saeed earned his 
PhD in Linguistics from Baghdad’s Al Mustansiriya University in 2001. He supervised a study on the status of social sciences in 
Iraqi universities in 2008 and led a research team on Islamic civil society in Iraq in 2010. He also contributed to a national report 
on human development in Iraq for the years 2009 and 2014. He edited Arab Shia: Identity and Citizenship (ACRPS, 2019) and 
wrote The Politics of the Symbol: On the End of the Culture of the Nation-State in Iraq (2009). Most recently, he contributed to 
the edited volume The Islamic State Organization: ”Daesh“, Vol. 2 (2018)
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Ismail Nashef 

Associate professor of anthropology at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He is also an art critic and curator. He has 
published several collections of short stories. He has initiated different cultural projects and institutions that cater for art and 
literature in the Palestinian context. His main research fields are materiality, language, ideology, plasticity, and aesthetics. He 
addresses the theoretical discourses on these fields and their history. In order to figure out the manners of operation of these 
field, he looks into the colonial contexts, especially the Arab-Islamic and the Palestinian ones.

Issam Nassar 

Professor of History at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He earned his PhD from Illinois State University. He recently 
published the book Camera Palæstina: Photography and Displaced Histories of Palestine, co-authored with Stephen Sheehi and 
Salim Tamari.

Marwan Kabalan 

Director of the Unit for Political Studies at the ACRPS. He has served as Professor of International Politics and Dean of the Faculty 
of International Relations and Diplomacy at Damascus University and the University of Kalamoon in Syria, and as a Lecturer of 
International Politics at the University of Manchester, UK. He has also worked as a researcher on international affairs and foreign 
policy at many research institutes. He has published several books and articles in Arabic and English on foreign policy issues and 
international affairs.
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Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He is an archaeologist and heritage expert and holds 
a PhD Degree in archaeology & heritage studies from the University of Amsterdam UvA (Netherlands). Before joining the Doha 
Institute, he held a position at Brown University, USA, as a Postdoctoral Research Associate, and he also worked at UCL-Qatar in 
Education City, Doha, as Associate Research Fellow. Munawar is a UNESCO expert on the Safeguarding Syrian Cultural Heritage 
and member of several international organizations, such as the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), the 
European Association of Archaeologists (EAA) and the Association of Critical Heritage Studies (ACSH). Munawar participated in 
several archaeological excavations in Syria, Poland, Italy, and Qatar.  

Sansom Milton

Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies. Prior to joining the Center, he worked as a Research 
Fellow at the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit, University of York. He holds a PhD in Post-war Recovery Studies at 
the University of York which was completed under a departmental scholarship. His research on humanitarian action, post-conflict 
recovery, and higher education in conflict-affected societies has been published in leading international journals including 
Disasters, Journal of Intervention and Misspelled WordStatebuilding, the International Journal of Educational Development, 
and Globalisation, Societies and Education. His book Higher Education and Post-Conflict Recovery was published by Palgrave 
Macmillan in 2018.
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